Semen quality in varicocele patients is characterized by tapered sperm cells.
We used a retrospective case-control study design to compare sperm morphology in 50 varicocele patients and 50 patients with idiopathic infertility. Cases and controls were matched for the percentage of motile sperm and total sperm number per ejaculate. Varicocele patients had significantly more tapered sperm (36% +/- 3% versus 15% +/- 2%) and significantly fewer oval sperm (41% +/- 3% versus 47% +/- 2%). There was no significant difference between cases and controls in any other morphological type.